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Theodore F. Lankford House 
Princess Anne 
p r iva t e 

On May 11, 1875, the t rus tees of the Methodist Episcopal parsonage property 

sold to Theodore F. Lankford p a r t of the Main Street land purchased by the church 

t rus tees from SaUie E. Dennis in 1867. As the t rans fe r price was recorded a t $100, 

the lot would have been unimproved a t the time of s a l e . Theodore F. Lankford i s 

l is ted in the 1877 county a t l a s patron l i s t as a carpenter and may have been 

responsible for the construction of his own house. Lankford's es ta te was settled in 

1881, when the property passed back into the hands of the church, only to be sold 

again a few years l a t e r . 

S tyl is t ica l ly , the Theodore F. Lankford house i s a l a t e example of the gab le -

front dwellings popular ly erected in Princess Anne before the Civil War. Similar 

to the Joseph B. Brinkley house, the two-bay street, elevation i s topped by a 

pedimented gab le . With the Lankford house, two bays on the north and south sides 

a re topped by pediments as well. The house follows a modified side ha l l /double -p i le 

plan with a l a rge percentage of i t s period woodwork in t ac t . 
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Magi No. 

DOE ye s no 

1. Name ( i n d i c a t e p r e f e r r e d name) 

historic Theodore F . Lankford House 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 2 10 South Somerse t Avenue not for publication 

city, town P r i n c e s s Anne vicinity of congressional district F i r s t 

state Mary land county Somerse t 

3. Classification 
Category 

district 
building(s) 
structure 
site 
object 

Ownership 
public 

X private 
both 

Public Acquisition 
In process 
being considered 

X not app l i cab l e 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessible 
X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 

_X private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property ( g i v e names and m a i l i n g a d d r e s s e s of a l l owner s ) 

name Elizabeth Hall 

street & number 2 10 South Somerset Avenue telephone no. : 651-3027 

city, town Princess Anne state and zip code Maryland 21853 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Somerse t C l e r k of Cour t l i b e r 224 

street & number Somerse t County C o u r t h o u s e f o l i o 534 

city, town P r i n c e s s Anne state MP. 21853 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 
title 

date federal state county local 

^Px)sltory for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description Survey No. S-387 

Condition 
excellent 

X good 
fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 
unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 

X altered 

Check one 
X original site 

moved date o f move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Theodore F. Lankford House Description 

The Theodore F. Lankford house stands at 2 10 South Somerset Avenue in the 
southern residential district of Princess Anne, Somerset County, Maryland. The 
two-story, side hall/parlor house faces east with the primary gable oriented on 
an east/west axis. 

Built around 1875, the two-story, two-bay frame house is supported by a 
common bond brick foundation and sheathed with plain weatherboards. The medium 
sloped gable front roof is covered with asphalt shingles. 

The east elevation is an asymmetrical two-bay elevation with a side four-
panel door entrance and an adjacent single-pane sash window. The first floor is 
covered by a Tuscan columned front porch that wraps around the north and south 
sides. The south side of the porch is partially enclosed. Lighting the second 
floor are two evenly spaced single-pane sash windows, and each window is flanked 
by louvered shutters. The gable front pediment is sheathed with fishscale shingles. 

The north side of the house is an uneven elevation with a projecting two-
story gabled bay located west of center. The bay window on both floors is lighted 
by single pane sash windows, while the gabled pediment is covered with fishscale 
shingles. A six-over-six sash window fills the wall space to the right (west) of 
the bay. 

The south side of the house is a similar elevation with a projecting two-
story bay as well. The finish features follow in the same manner as the north 
facade. The back of the house is partially covered by a shed roofed kitchen. 

The interior has not been altered significantly and retains a period stair 
along with post and lintel mantels. The stair has a scroll decorated stringer, 
tapered round balusters and a molded handrail. 



8. Significance Survey No. S-387 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 

|1500-1599 
'1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Checic and just i fy below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

X architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

community planning 
conservation 

. economics 

. education 
engineering 

. exploration/settlement 

. industry 
invention 

landscape architecture _ 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
. science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

A B̂ ^ C D 

A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: n̂ational state / local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Significance 

The Theodore F. Lankford house is a later example of the gable front dwellings 
popularly erected in Princess Anne before the Civil War. Similar to the Joseph B. 
Brinkley house, the two-bay elevation is topped by a pedimented gable. With the 
Lankford house two-story bays on the north and south sides are topped by pediments 
as well. The interior of this house retains a large portion of its late nineteenth 
century woodwork. 

History and Support 

On May II, 1875, the Trustees of the M. E. Parsonage Property sold to Theodore 
F. Lankford part of the Main Street land purchased by the church from Sallie E. 
Dennis (LW 10/420). Theodore F. Lankford is listed in the 1877 county atlas patron 
list as a carpenter and may have been responsible for the construction of his own 
house. Lankford's estate was settled in 1881. In 1884, the Antioch Church bought 
back the house and lot from the estate trustee. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. S-387 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT c o m p l e t e UTM r e f e r e n c e s 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title P a u l T o u a r t - A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r i a n 

organization Somerse t County H i s t o r i c a l Trust date 9 / 1 9 / 8 6 

street & number 424 North Somerset Avenue telephone 651-0077 

city or town P r i n c e s s Anne state Maryland 21853 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 



S-387 

S-387 

THEODORE F. LANKFORD HOUSE 
Princess Anne, Maryland 
1877 Lake, Griffing and Stevenson 
Atlas 



S-387 
Theodore F. Lankford House 
11642 Somerset Avenue (MD 675), Princess Anne 
(Formerly 210 S. Somerset Avenue) 
Lake, Griffing & Stevenson (1877) Atlas of Wicomico, Worcester, & Somerset Counties, Maryland. 
Princess Anne detail 
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(Formerly 210 S. Somerset Avenue) 
Sanborn Maps 
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Theodore F. Lankford House 
11642 Somerset Avenue (MD 675), Princess Anne 
(Formerly 210 S. Somerset Avenue) 
Princess Anne quad 1972 

Tax Map 202, Parcel 224 National Web Map Service 6" Orthophoto Map, c. 2010 
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